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The site for this project is the Mercati Generali on Via Os-
tiense, an immense public market for meat, fruit and vege-
tables built in the 1920’s. The Mercati is now somewhat dere-
lict. It is located in a district of other marginal industrial acti-
vity and, as a whole, the district presents an important oppor-
tunity for urban development within the Roman City fabric
and, as such, the correct alternative to uncontrolled suburban
sprawl.

The project achieves three objectives for revitalizing the di-
strict; a complex mix of use and program which accommoda-
tes the true nature of metropolitan life, a sense of place and
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quiet sanctuary and thirdly, clear order.

The site acts as both a focus for urban life and as a bridge bet-
ween the diverse functions and neighbourhoods which sur-
round it. The architecture proposes built configurations fully
accepting major social and programmatic uncertainty and
the unexpected.

The architecture and urban structure through a process of ac-
ceptance, engagement and transformation infuses the exi-
sting building with new meaning and utility. It becomes both
part of the historic continuum and a signpost to a complex
and contradictory future.
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